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Orange County influenza reports have increased since the last newsletter (12/29/06).

e US FDA approves new refrigerated form of FluMist®: The new formulation of FluMist®, the live-
attenuated seasonal influenza vaccine for use in children and adults from ages 5 to 49 years, can be
stored in the refrigerator rather than in the freezer. The new formulation will be available for the
2007-2008 influenza season. For more info: http://phx.corporate-ir.net/phoenix.zhtml?c=83037&p=irol-
investornewsArticle&ID=947708&highlight=.

o Additional human H5N1 cases in Indonesia (3) and China (1): See
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian influenza/en/ for the latest updates.

o H5N1 positive wild bird found in Hong Kong: This is the first positive bird reported in Hong Kong
since February 2006. Hong Kong has not had any reported human cases since 1997. See
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/avianflu/news/jan0807birds.html.

» NIH (NIAID) begins human trial of DNA vaccine for H5N1: DNA vaccines have been shown to be
effective in preventing infection with influenza viruses in animal models. This new vaccine technology
has the potential to improve production capacity for influenza vaccines. For more info:
http://www.nih.gov/news/pr/jan2007/niaid-02.htm.

o HHS awards contract to BioCryst Pharmaceuticals, Inc. for advanced development of new influenza
antiviral drug, peramivir: Peramivir is a neuraminidase inhibitor (similar drug class as oseltamivir
and zanamivir) administered parenterally (IV or IM). For more information:
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2007pres/20070104.html.
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¢ Please contact OC Epidemiology immediately at 714-
834-8180 to report any suspect avian influenza cases
and we can assist with the appropriate testing.

Recommended Resources
General: http!//www.cdc.gov/flu
OC: http!//www.ochealthinfo.com/epi/flu/surveillance.htm

CA: http://www.dhs.ca.gov/ps/dede/VRDL/html/FLU/Fluintro.htm
CDC: http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weeklv/; HHS: htto://www.pandemicflu.gov/ i R e ] e T —]

If you have any comments about the flyer, contact Pamela Roa Hipp or Alina Burgi at (714) 834-8180.
To receive this newsletter by email, please contact us at epi@ochca.com.



