
Orange County Health Care Agency – Mental Health and Recovery Services 
Behavioral Health Equity Committee – Public Meeting 

 
 

Co-Chair: Deana Helmy, LMFT, MBA 
Behavioral Health Clinician II, OCHCA 

Co-Chair: Iliana Soto Welty 
Community Partnerships, Mind OC 

 

BHEC efforts are focused on the promotion of behavioral health equity for unserved and underserved racial and ethnic 
communities, as well as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer and intersex (LGBTQI), Veterans, deaf 
and hard of hearing and other cultural groups. Key strategies are focused on data, policy, quality, and communication. 

Meeting AGENDA 
October 13, 2022 - 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 

 
1:00 Welcome and Overview of BHEC     DH/ISW 

o What is BHEC 
o BHEC Steering Committee 
o BHEC Workgroups 

1:10  Featured Speaker: Hieu Nguyen 
 Director of the Office of Population Health & Equity (HCA)  HN 
1:30 BHEC Goals & CCP Discussion      DH/ISW 

1:40 Breakout Rooms       All 

 

2:10 Re-Group – Debrief        Facilitators 

2:20 Next Steps        DH/ISW 

2:30  Adjourn 

Next Public Meeting: TBD in 2023 

 

BHEC Steering Committee 
 

Community Members 
Sohail Eftekharzadeh 
Program Director 
CCS/Pathways 
 
Kelvin Nguyen 
President 
Viet-Care 
 
Duan Tran 
Professor 
CalState Fullerton 
 
Michael Arnot 
Executive Director 
Children’s Cause OC 
 
Maryam Sayyedi 
Founder Exec. Dir. 
OMID Institute 
 
John Reynolds 
Peer Mentor 
Royale TRC 
 
Johnice Williams 
Co-Founder 
Peer Voices of Orange County 
County Members 
April Thornton 
Program Manager  
HCA 
 
Teresa Renteria 
Program Manager 
HCA 
 
Belinda McCleese 
BHC II, HCA 
 
Wendy Banicki 
HPS, HCA 
 
Hannah Ngo 
MHW II, HCA 
 
Daniel Gibbs 
Peer Specialist, HCA 
 
Lu Pham 
Service Chief, HCA 
 
 

 


